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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him,  
who have been called according to His purpose.”  Romans 8:28  

Scott will share the team’s experiences in a 
future newsletter. Be sure to watch for it! 
Praise be to God for these willing workers  

for His harvest field! 

“My heart’s desire 
is that more people 

will know Jesus 
Christ as their 

Savior.” 
  Pastor Larry Merino 

Over the past year, Pastor 
Merino has been able to 
raise the awareness of 
thousands of people to the 
miss ion opportun i t ies 
around them as he 
preaches at weekly worship 
services held at Holy Cross 

Harvest Mission International (HMI) is excited to  
announce that a new resource for lay missionaries 
is currently being developed. Jeanne Burger and 
Dr. Larry Merino, co-writers of HMI’s primary work-
shop training manual, The 4 Jolts of Culture Shock, 
are in the process of writing a companion Study 
Guide that will be a valuable addition to the lay per-
son’s toolbox for mission outreach. The new Study 
Guide follows the four main chapters (“jolts”) of the 
workshop manual—Tensions About Time, Risky 
Relationships, Cross-Cultural Communication, and 
Vaulting Vulnerability—and will  
offer a more concentrated study of 
each cross-cultural jolt. The Study 
Guide can be used as an in-depth, 
small group Bible study and will 
equip the lay person for cross-
cultural friendships with practical, 
on-going mission education. We 
anticipate having this new re-
source available later this year.  

We still need 
funds to pub-
lish the Study 
Guide. If you 
can help, please 
use the enclos-
ed envelope. 

Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne where he is Associ-
ate Pastor of Outreach. He also consults with Holy 
Cross Lutheran School faculty, students, and par-
ents on a daily basis, helping them to discover their 
own place in God’s mission field. For many people, 
this is the first time they have realized that they are 
God’s missionaries, and need training in order to be 
effective in their outreach efforts. Pastor Merino’s 
position at Holy Cross offers a unique opportunity 
to share HMI’s cross-cultural education with a large 
number of people outside of a workshop setting.  
 

We thank God for showing us a new way  
to use HMI’s training for His good! 

New Training & Education  

Resource Available Soon! HMI Training at Work on the Mission Field 
 

In October 2005, two members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Auburn, Indiana attended HMI’s 3-day  
workshop, The 4 Jolts of Culture Shock, after going 
on a short-term medical mission trip to Haiti. They 
were unable to attend the next trip in 2007, but they 
mentioned this opportunity to another Trinity mem-
ber, Scott Pflughoeft. Scott knew that he needed to 
prepare for the trip and contacted HMI for assis-
tance.  With the help of Pastor Merino and Mark 
Lange, he worked through HMI’s Short-Term Mission 
Team training material before leaving for Haiti.  

 

After the trip, Scott had a strong desire 
to continue with cross-cultural mission 
work.  He and his wife attended the  
4 Jolts workshop in late 2007 with the 
intention of returning to Haiti in 2008.   
In support of this trip, Trinity Lutheran 
used HMI’s ‘Everyone a Missionary’ book 

for Sunday morning Bible study, and then 
the team used materials from the Short-
Term Mission Trip workshop to prepare 
for their in-country experience.  
(Follow the link at www.harvest-mission.org 
to order your copy!) 
 

In early June 2008, Scott led a team of 
eight people  (including the two mentioned above) to 
Les Cayes, Haiti to conduct Bible study, ESL classes, 
run a dental clinic, assist with a cafeteria construc-
tion project at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Les Cayes, and helped with their orphanage and 
school. With friendship and reciprocity, they worked 
with a team of 15 Haitians to reach out with the Gos-
pel to the surrounding community. Following an event-
ful and productive week, the team returned safely 
home, praising God for the opportunity to be part 
of His mission! 

Scott Pflughoeft 



 

Prayer Needs 
 

Please pray for: 
• The new Study Guide, that it will be a 

blessing to many people 
• Strength for Pastor Merino and open 

hearts to answer the call to God’s  
   mission field 
• Holy Cross Lutheran Church and School 

members, staff, students and parents 
• Stamina and strength for all God’s 

workers and protection from the Evil 
One 

• All cultures to come to know Jesus as 
their personal Savior and friend 

• The many supporters of HMI for their 
faithful partnership for God’s mission 

• Pastors Hans-Martin Dern (and family) 
in Germany and Mareks Ignats in Latvia 
reaching out to the Gypsies in Europe 
with the love of Jesus 

• Sonia and Doreen and their ministry to 
Gypsy women in California 

• Opportunities for new friendships and 
open hearts to serve 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Electroni
c donatio

ns now 

available!
 Check o

ur website 

for detai
ls. 

Remember—Thrivent GivingPlus 
matching funds is a great way to expand your 
mission dollars! If you need a form, use the link 
on our website or ask us to mail one. 

Make your tax deductible donation payable to: 
Harvest Mission International, Inc. 

 

Contact Info: 
PO Box 5430, Ft. Wayne, IN 46895 

Tel: (260) 471-5129  
Email: info@harvest-mission.org / website: www.harvest-mission.org  

California Gypsy Outreach  
Update 

Pastor Merino’s sister, Sonia,  
and cousin, Doreen, have a new  

website—check it out!  
www.bornfromabove.web.officelive.com 

 

“Each One, Reach One” 
  

 
 
 

From Pastor Merino— 
The board members and staff of HMI are committed 
to equipping Christians to reach out in friendship to 
their neighbors, co-workers, families, and the many 
immigrants and refugees God is bringing right into 
our own backyards! Open your eyes—look around 
you—and see what God is doing in your backyard. 
Thank God for the opportunities He is bringing for 
you to experience. Take advantage of HMI’s training 
materials to give you His confidence, and make some 
new friends! I guarantee you’ll be glad that you did. 
God bless you. 
 

   I am praying for you, 
 

 Pastor Larry 

Our Mission: To equip and mobilize God’s people to spread the Gospel across all cultures. 

The Future of the Gypsies –
Jesus Christ
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