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- gﬁ, Whose Mission Is It Anyway?

From time to time we are reminded, sometimes sorely, whose mission this really is...it really isn't our mission.
This was brought into focus for us as we traveled to Slovakia and attempted to drive into Riga, Latvia. It turned
out that the vehicle we were driving did not have the proper documentation to pass through the border at
Lithuania. Therefore, we were not able to go into Riga to help celebrate Mareks Ignats’ graduation from the
seminary. The good news is that Mareks did indeed graduate and will be serving as a pastor and missionary to
the Gypsies of Latvia. Praise God!

L] Were we disappointed? Sure. We didn't get to go where we wanted to go. But
this also helps us to recognize a basic truth about all mission work: this is God'’s
mission, we are only invited to participate, but the mission work belongs to God.
The great missionary, St. Paul, also faced disappointment and didn't always get to
go where he wanted to go. In Acts 16:6-10, we read that, 'Pau/ and Silas went
through the regions of Phrygia and Galatia because the Holy Spirit kept them
from speaking the word in the province of Asia. They went to the province of
Mysia and tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn't allow this. So

= they passed by Mysia and went to the city of Troas.’

¥ (& | St. Paul didn’t know where he should
Gypsy fortune teller statute in Poland | gO. ThiS is very humbling because as
Paul says, this is good because we learn
to rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead (2 Cor. 1:9).
Paul wanted to go to Bithynia and ended up in Troas. We wanted to go
to Riga, Latvia and ended up in Warsaw, Poland!

This is God’s mission and we are always reminded of this. We thank
you for helping us get there, even though we didn't get there!

Mareks Ignats thanks you for your prayers, and as we spoke with him
on the phone, we are planning now to start a new outreach in Jelgava,
Latvia. On a previous mission trip, I preached at a Lutheran church in
Jelgava where many Gypsies are open to coming to church.
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Mareks Ignats (front row left) & family

‘()z{gﬁ News From Hans-Martin & Sandra Dern

Pastor Hans-Martin and Sandra Dern have
big news—they will be moving to Germany
in February, 2007 to expand the mission
outreach to the Gypsies there. More big
news—they are expecting twins in October!

W We will continue the work with Pastor Dern
L and also with the lay missionaries he has
trained in Slovakia. The Derns ask for your
continued prayers for their mission work,
Sandra’s pregnancy, and a safe delivery of
healthy babies.
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Hans-Martin, Sandra, Rosanna & Emilio Dern

Rosanna Dern & Gypsy friends
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Viola Fronkova — Viola is recovering from surgery on her auditory
nerve. She is doing well and is looking forward to translating more
Christian materials into the Slovak language. She asks for your prayers

cumnovouormemisoniaie A5 She recuperates and wonders how the Lord wants to use her in the

in your own backyard

mission outreach to the Gypsies of Slovakia.

Viola Fronkova

Gustav Gaspar — I have some good news and some sad news. The good news
is that I was able to see Gustav in the hospital where he was recovering from
pulmonary problems. He looked good and asked for prayers that he would be
able to mentor the younger Gypsy lay leaders who are showing great interest in
becoming God’s mission workers.

The sad news is that we just received word that our dear Gypsy brother went to
be with the Lord on July 5. T am so thankful to you, our mission partners, for

| making this trip possible so that we could see Gustav and encourage each other.
His last words to me were, 'What is next for the Gypsy mission?’

& Praise be to God that another Gypsy is in Heaven! If you would like to make
Larry & Gustav, taken June 16, 2006 | @ donation to HMI in memory of Gustav, please indicate ‘Gustav Memorial Gift’

on your check. We will list names of memorial donors in the next Gypsy news-
letter, unless you indicate otherwise.

w Prayer Needs

Please pray for:

¢ Mareks Ignats as he plans for his
ministry to the Gypsies in Latvia.

+ The Derns as they prepare for a
new mission field in Germany and
for safe delivery of their twins.

Make your tax deductible

+ Viola Fronkova’s continued recov- gift payable to HMI.
ery of health and for openness to

- Thrivent GivingPlus
the Lord’s plans for her. matching funds is a great
+ The family of Gustav Gaspar as way to expand your EEEEEEEEEEER
they mourn their loss. Please pray mission dollars! (? .
for God’s comfort and peace. If you need a form, use the We thank you for supporting

link on our website or ask us on this trip, and we look

¢ g/sp:g T;ssci)ogo:ft?gferséﬁs?:v’s us to mail one. forward to sharing with you, our
ministry to the Gypsy people. Contact Info: dear partners in mission_, ‘v_vha’t is
Spiritual th of the Lord" 1145 S. Barr St. next for the Gypsy mission.

D e o Hiie Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 Thanks be to God that the mission

workers everywhere and His

protection from the Evil One. Tel: (260) 471-5129

belongs to Him alone.

email:
¢ $1400 to cover the remaining info@harvest-mission.org You are in my prayers,
costs of this mission trip. website:

www.harvest-mission.org Larry Merino
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Blessings for supporters of HMI.

Our Vision: HMI, Inc. is dedicated to reaching America’s 31 million foreign-born people
and the world’s 11 million Gypsies with the Good News of Jesus Christ.




